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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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A Field 


By Evangelist John Linton 


“And thou hast said unto me, O Lord God, Buy thee a 


field.” Jer. 3:25 


That is exactly what Jeremiah did when he received 
God’s command—he went out and bought a field. 


Jeremiah’s purchase was significant because the army 
of Babylon occupied the land. But although delivered into 
the hands of the Gentiles, God foretold its ultimate restora- 


tion: 


“For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 


Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in 
this land” (Jer. 32:15). Jeremiah put his faith in the promise 
of God, he believed the land would be finally restored, so he 
purchased an inheritance to be enjoyed in God’s good time 
when the enemy would be dispossessed and Israel would 
come into her own. His knowledge of prophecy he put to prac- 


tical advantage—he bought a 


Although a remnant later went 
back to the land from Babylon, 
the promised restoration of Israel 
is yet future. It will take place 
at the end of this age and in con- 
nection with the second coming 
of Christ. This important event 
Jeremiah himself had prophesied: 
“‘Behold, I will gather them out of 
all countries, whither I have driv- 
en them... . and I will bring 
them again into this place, ... 
And fields shall be bought in this 
land, whereof ye say, It is desolate 
without man or beast; it is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. 
Men shall buy fields for money, 
and subscribe evidences, and ‘seal 
them, . . . . for I will cause their 
captivity to return, said the Lord” 
(Jer. 32:37, 43-44). So, because of 
his faith in his own God-given 
prediction, and as a sign to the 
nation of Israel’s future restora- 
tion, Jeremiah bought a field. 

I have said the foregoing merely 
to emphasize the fascinating 
truth that the program of God for 
the future of this world includes 
not only the restoration of Pales- 
tine to the Jews, it also declares 
that believers of this age will be 
associated with Christ in His rul- 
ership of earth in the coming 
kingdom. 

“Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5: 


field. 


5). I take that as a plain state- 
ment of actual fact and not as a 
figure of speech. The meek do 


not now inherit the _— earth. 
“Cheek” inherits it now. 
Paul said, “Do ye not know 


that the saints shall judge the 
the world?” (I Cor. 6:2). Certain- 
ly we do not judge it now. In- 
stead, the world sits in judgment 


.-|upon the church. The day will 


come, however, when the shoe will 
be on the other foot; and then 
“the kingdom. and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom un- 
der the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints 
of the Most High” (Dan. 7:27). 

That is why the believer in Ro- 
imans 4:13 is called “‘the heir of 
this world.” Ponder the meaning 
of that, my Christian friend. This 
'very world, when renovated and 
made glorious by the power of God 
and the personal presence of 
Christ, will actually and literally 
be the possession of the faithful 
people of God. 

That is why we are called in 
Romans 8:17 “heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ.” If the 
Lord Jesus is coming back to this 
world of ours to reign in righte- 
ousness, and He is, then that fact 


here also. 


| occupy, the degree of honor 
guarantees our presence with Him | shall have, the measure of joy 


Evangelist John Linton 


That, also, is why in James 2:5 
we are called” the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath prom- 
ised to them that love him.” These 
are not empty words. They mean 
what they say. The.day will come 
when “he that overcometh, ; 
to him will I give power over 
the nations: And he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron” (Rev. 2: 
26, 27). 

But the reward of the individual 
Christian in the coming kingdom 
is to be commensurate with his 
zeal and faithfulness here and 
now. We are saved by grace, but 
rewarded according to our works. 
We can have a full reward, we 
may lose part of our reward, and 
we may have no reward at all. 
Some Christians will be preemi- 
nent in Heaven, some others will 
be prominent in Heaven, and still 
others will be present in Heaven. 
The place of rulership we _ shall 
we 
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What Repentance Really Means 


By the late William Edward Biederwolf, D.D. 


The world has no use for a sail- 
trimmer, and the last place he 
ought to stand is in the pulpit. I 
like to think of old Nathan stand- 
ing before David and telling him 
of the meanness of his soul. I like 
to think of John the Baptist, the 
preacher of the wilderness. No 


* | wonder he got into trouble. He had 
* |a backbone compared with which 


the bow of Ulysses was a willow 
twig. He thundered against sin and 
earnestly besought the people to 
get right with God. He cried, “Re- 
pent! Repent! for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 


I like to think of Paul. What a 
fearless and mighty preacher he 
was! I read a dream about him 
the other day. The Ministerial As- 
sociation had met as usual on Mon- 
day morning. One of the preachers 
was reading a paper which he had 
prepared on, “A Plea for Modern 
Thought in the Pulpit” or some- 
thing like that, and, according to 
the man who had the dream, Paul 
stepped in through the door. The 
preachers were sitting around in 
their tailored garments, their im- 
maculate linen and their laundried 
smiles. As they looked up they saw 
the old warrior of the Faith and 
he was covered with bruises and 
the blood was running down his 
cheek; his garments were torn, 
his hair dishevelled and his face 
a trifle pale, and as he _ looked 
about on the circle before him, he 
said in utter amazement, “For 
heaven’s sake, where did you men 
preach yesterday!” 

Yes, I could preach on a more 
popular subject, but I could not 
preach on a more important one. 
We've got men in our churches to- 
day who are sitting in the pews 
with the price of tenements let to 


Abraham 


Lincoln's Personal Faith 


By Charles T. Lampman, Managing Editor 


From his own mother, before she died in 1818, Lincoln 
had obtained a good knowledge of the Bible and hymnal, and 
had learned his prayers at her knee. This godly mother once 


sald: 


“IT would rather Abe would be able to read the Bible 


than to own a farm, if he can’t have but one.” 


In the year following the fami- 
ly’s removal from Kentucky to the 
wilds of Indiana, Nancy Hanks 
Lincoln died when her boy, Abe, 
was but nine years old. Lincoln’s 
days in school, as you will recall, 
did not amount to more than ten 
months in all. And yet he had a 
good education, a very good one, 
better than many a college grad- 
uate can boast. For under his 
stepmother’s direction he read the 
Bible till he knew all of it quite 
well and could recite many chap- 
ters of it. Next to the Bible he 
knew his hymnal; his _ favorites 
were “Onward Christian Soldiers,” 
“How Tedious and Tasteless the 
Hours,” “There is a Fountain Fill- 
ed with Blood,” and “Alas and Did 
My Saviour Bleed.” 


When Lincoln went to New 
Salem in Illinois in 1830, he fell 
in with a lot of rough infidels and 
scoffers, and continued in this 
companionship and belief until 
some time after his removal to 
Springfield in 1837. During these 
infidel years Lincoln wrote silly 
and very vulgar verse. He out- 
raged the farmers by his buffoon- 
ery, making coarse and_ vulgar 
speeches in the form of sermons 
to the snickering field hands. 


Things have been published about 
him at this period that his friends 
would like to have forgotten or 
even unknown. 

But then, by the grace of God, 
a change came over him. In May 
1839 the Rev. James F. Jacquess, 
a Methodist, preached on_ the 
text “Ye must 


be born again,” 


and he relates that following 
visited 
him and consulted and prayed 


this sermon § Lincoln 
with him about his 
vation. 
brought to Christ,” says this pas- 
tor, “and if ever a person was 
converted, Abraham Lincoln was 
converted that night in my house 

. He never joined my church, 
but I will always believe’ that 
since that night Abraham Lincoln 
lived and died a Christian gentle- 
man,” 

Later, in 1846, as he was run- 
ning for Congress against Peter 
Cartwright, the famous Methodist 
Pioneer preacher, and was accused 


soul’s_ sal- 


1'of being an infidel, Lincoln denied 


the charge absolutely in private, 
but would not do so publicly; he 
would not drag Jesus Christ up- 


‘}on the stump, it being a political 
+|matter, not a religious question. 
|| Later 


Cartwright testified to 
Lincoln’s Christian character. 
Late in 1849 Pastor James 


'|Smith had a funeral sermon in 


Lincoln’s family and Lincoln read 


}|Smith’s book on The Inspiration of 


the Bible. Lincoln himself said he 


: examined the arguments as a 
'| lawyer investigates testimony in a 


case in which he is deeply inter- 
ested and declared the argument 
unanswerable: “I am _ convinced 
of the truth of the Christian reli- 
gion.” 

Afiter his election in 1860 Lin- 
coln wrote to Judge Gillespie, “I 


(Continued on page 3) 


“IT have seen hundreds 


shame in their pockets; men who 
are building up their fortunes on 
the profits of the godless and ac- 
cursed traffic in strong drink; 
men who are extortionists and de- 
vour widows’ houses and make 
long prayers for a pretence; men 
and women who are Sabbath-de- 


“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”— 


Luke 


I am sure I could preach on a more popular subject this 
morning, but I am just as sure I could not preach on a more 
important one. My subject is repentance. 


and how in the name of God can 
we expect the power that ought to 
be ours! 

We need another John the Bap- 
tist crying in the wilderness to- 
day. You can put a public library 
on every corner in the land and 
you can fill our cities and towns 
with Ethical Culture Clubs and 
New Thought Societies and let 
them meet every day and every 
night in the week, but until we 
come to see the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin; come to such an ap 
preciation of its horrible and hide- 
ous character as will cause us to 


have a godly sorrow for it, make 
an honest confession of it, and 
quit before God and man, we 


might just as well sign a quit- 
claim deed to the Devil and forget 
it, for without a_ disposition . of 
this kind this world will be for- 
ever without God and without 
hope. 

And that’s just what repentance 
means. You can get your defini- 
tion from the Shorter Catechism 
or put it in other phraseology, but 
you can’t make # any better-- a 
strong conviction of sin, a godly 
contrition for sin, and honest con- 
fession of sin, and a permanent 
discontinuance of sin—that’s real 
repentance. 

But the first three things men- 
tioned are worthless altogether 
without the fourth. Unless a man 
quits, you may know his repen- 
tance is not sincere. And so, per- 
haps, I can best tell you what 
real repentance is by first telling 
you what it is not. 


First: Repentance is Not 
Conviction Alone 


Most certainly a man must be 
convicted of sin. That is why the 
Holy Spirit is here—that He might 
convict of sin, and without it the 
Son of God would have died in 
vain on the cross. A man must see 
his sin in all its hideous reality as 
the act of an ingrate against an 
infimte and most holy God. Un- 


(Continued on page 2) 


filers, profane and openly ungodly, 
THE 


eviror’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


ANOTHER WEEK HAS GONE BY 
with souls coming out for Christ 
in every service but one. Sunday, 
January 21, there was another 
blessed reaping with 25 or 30 con- 
versions and reclamations in the 
three services, with deep convic- 
tion. We are now beginning the 
third week of the revival services 
and will return to Wheaton, God 
willing, Monday, January 29. 
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A Debate! 
Question: “Resolved That 
Storehouse Tithing is the 
Proper Scriptural Doctrine 
of Financial Stewardship.” 
Dr. Gabriel R. Guedj affirms, 
Editor John R. Rice denies. 
Does God require all tithes 
of Christians to be given 
through the local church 
treasury? Dr. Guedj says, 
Yes; Dr. Rice says, No. 
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LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY IS FEBRUARY 
12. We are glad to have an in- 
spiring feature article by manag- 
ing editor Charles T. Lampman 
based on extensive historical re- 
search concerning the political and 
religious faith of “Honest Abe.” It 
calls attention to the need ex- 
pressed in Senator Robert A, 
Taft’s article, ‘“The Dangerous De- 
cline of Political Morality” (THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, January 5, 
1951). Oh, for more men in public 
office with the deep spiritual con- 
viction of faith and morality of 
Lincoln, Washington, Robert E. 
Lee, McKinley, Woodrow Wilson, 
and Herbert Hoover! 


* * + 


I TRUST READERS WILL PRAY FOR 
me in a revival campaign at St. 
John’s, N. B., February 18-March 
4. The campaign will be sponsored 
by two large Baptist churches, 
with a total membership of about 
two thousand. Rev. Warren Ste- 
ward will lead the singing. Pray 
God to help me use my time to the 
best advantage since there are far 
more invitations than I can ac- 
cept, and I must spend much time 
at home with the big job of editing 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD and run- 
ning the Sword of the Lord Foun- 
dation. 
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Friday, February 9, 1951 
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The Gospel at a Glance 


By Charles L. Ramsay 
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Dr. R. T. Ketcham Answers 
Northern Baptist Leaders 
A new pamphlet answering the 

defense and excuses of modernistic 

Northern Baptist Convention lead- 


ers is here announced. We recom- 
mend it heartily. It is The Answer 
by R. T. Ketcham, D.D. (General 
Association of Regular Baptists, 
431 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, 
Illinois. Single copy 25c; 5 for $1). 
Dr. Ketcham discusses The Mat- 
ter of Creeds, The Matter of the 
Bible, The Matter of Salvation, 
The Matter of Sound Doctrine, 
The Matter of Obedience, The 
Matter of the Basis of Union, 
The Matter of Denominational 
Secretaries, The Matter of Uni- 
tarianism, The Matter of = the 
Presence of Modernists, The Mat- 
ter of the Inclusive Policy, The 
Matter of the General Association 
of Regular Baptist Churches. The 
concluding section gives much 
information about the organization 
and policies of the General Associ- 
ation of Regular Baptists. All well- 
informed Baptists will desire this 
book by an outstanding Regular 


~ Baptist leader and editor. 
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ot my people was he stricken vee he Made his OVvAVE 


with the wicked and with the rich Because he 


had done vo violence. 


This is another in a series of original Christian cartoons drawn 


Is 41 A V\ 53: 8,9 


by Charles L. Ramsay which have been appearing weekly in THE 
Sworp OF THE Lorp. The first edition of 101 Christian Cartoons has 
been completely exhausted. A second edition is in preparation and 


will be announced when ready. 


What Repentance Really Means 


(Continued from page 1) 


less a man knows he is the victim 
of disease he will not apply for a 
remedy. If he mistakes the fever 
for a symptom of health he will 
have no use whatever for a doc- 
tor. 

And yet, strange as it may seem, 
it is none the less true, that there 
are men who have been strongly 
convinced of sin, and know their 
sin is a God-dishonoring, soul- 
damning thing and yet the repen- 
tance that leads a man to forsake 
his sin is not to be found in them. 

I know of a young woman who 
was so convicted that her lips 
trembled and tears came into her 
eyes and yet she drove back the 
tears and set her teeth and went 
out of the house of God and went 
on in the same old way and died, 
telling her friends she was lost 
because she had stifled her con- 
victions that certain and fateful 
night. 

I remember the mayor of a cer- 
tain small city upon whom the 
Spirit of God took hold and made 
him miserable on account of his 
sins. I called on him in his office, 
and I said, ‘Mayor, why don’t you 
yield yourself to God and end this 
fight?” 

He wanted a little more time to 
think it over. awe 

But I said, “You’ve had time 
enough. Is it possible you are 
ashamed of your convictions?” 

He said he didn’t like the no- 
toriety of a public confession. 

I said, ‘Mayor, is it possible you 
are a coward?” 

He sat there and trembled like a 
man waiting for execution and all 
I could get out of him was that 
he would go into the church some- 
time soon, but he never did. He 
went into cahoots with the whis- 
key crowd, and the people got 
tired of his rotten administration 
and voted him out of office, and 
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I don’t know where he is now. No, 
conviction alone is not enough. 


Second: Repentance is Not 
Contrition Alone 


Most certainly a man must have 
contrition. David said, “I will be 
sorry for my sins.” But Paul says, 
“There is a godly sorrow which 
worketh repentance, and there is 
a sorrow of the world which work- 
eth death.” So you see there’s a 
vast difference between. the kinds 
of sorrow that a man can have. 

Go out to the penitentiary and 
talk with the men behind the bars 
and all of them will tell you they 
are sorry. But what are they sor- 
ry about? Are they sorry because 
they broke the laws of the State? 
No, they are sorry because they 
got caught and have to suffer for 
it. Go to the hospital and talk 
with that man writhing on his 
bed and when he had told you the 
story of his sin he will say he was 
sorry he ever did it. But that is 
not what he means. He is sorry 
because he has to reap in his di- 
seased and rotting body the legiti- 
mate harvest of his unholy and 
licentious life. 

The plans were all made for a 
fashionable wedding and the 
church was full of friends of the 
bride and the groom. The groom 
was a member of one of the rich- 
est families in town and a rich 
banker. The beautiful young wo- 
man walked down the aisle with 
a smile, but just as the ceremony 
opened a woman, heavily  veiled,. 
sprang out from the front seat 
and raised her veil. The banker 
cried, “My God, woman, are you 
here!” 

“Yes,”’ said the woman, “and 
here’s your child. I have taken care 
of him for a year, and now you can 
take care of him for awhile.” 

The bride-to be fainted and had 
to be carried out and the groom 
stood there grasping for breath. 
The woman dropped her veil and 
walked down the aisle to the door 
and the whole house, thrown into 
consternation, hurriedly left, and 
pretty soon there was none left 
in the church but the contemptible 
old rake of a banker with his one- 
year-old boy crying for his moth- 
er. 

He said he was sorry. But what 
was he sorry about? Was he sorry 
because he had ruined and blasted 
a poor girl’s life? No, he was sor- 
ry because he was caught and had 


ito suffer the shame of public ex- 


posure and disgrace. 

Some people will wait till the 
dews of death are on their brow 
and then they will tell you how sor- 
ry they are. But it is not sorrow be- 
cause they know they have brok- 
en the heart of God a million times 
by their life of sin and _ rebellion 
against Him. It is because of that 
“certain fearful looking for of 
judgment” about which they have 
heard or read in the Word of 
God. If merely being sorry is re- 
pentance, then Hell is full of peni- 
tents, for “there is weeping, and 
wailing and gnashing of teeth for- 
evermore.” 

A man can be as sorry as he 
will, but if his sorrow is not of the 
godly sort that leads to genuine 
repentance so that a man will not 
only forsake his wrong but will 
make it right so far as he can, it 
is worthless fraud in the sight of 
God and man. 

I like to think of Zacchaeus, the 
Jericho grafter. Jesus found him 
up a sycamore tree, and said, 
“Come on down, Zacchaeus, I want 
you to go into partnership with 
me.” I think the little tax collec- 
tor must have gotten religion 
somewhere between the lowest 
limb of that tree and the ground. 
He certainly had it when he struck 
the ground, for he said, “If I have 
taken anything wrongfully from a 
man I will restore it to him four- 
fold.“* He certainly had it then. 

If you are sorry for your sin, 
then ask yourself how sorry you 
really are, because sorrow alone 
is not repentance. “There is a godly 
sorrow,” says Paul, “which work- 
eth repentance, and there is a sor- 


row of the world which worketh 
death.” 


Third: Repentance is Not 
Confession Alone 


It is not unusual to find in con- 
fession nothing more than mere 
lip service. Like the Cardinal who 
went to Confession: 

He said, “Oh, I am the very 
chief of sinners.” 

And the priest he was confess- 
ing to said, “God have mercy; it’s 
all true.” 

“Surely, I have been guilty of 
every kind of wrong,” the Cardi- 
nal continued. 

And the good priest answered 
back through the grating, “Alas, 
it is a solemn fact; have mercy 
‘upon him, O God.” 


most mournful tones, “I have been 
guilty of pride and malice and re- 
venge and ambition.” 

“Yes,” said the honest priest, 
“some of this I have heard before; 
“OQ God, have mercy on him!” 

And the old Cardinal couldn't 


stand it any longer and he burst |: 


out in exasperation, “Why, you 
fool, do you imagine I mean all 
this to the letter!” 

And the priest said, “O God. 
have mercy, have mercy, O God, 
for I now discover that besides 
all these things his eminence is a 
hypocrite as well.” 

What God wants is sincere con- 
fession. Any other kind isn’t worth 
the breath it takes to make it: And 
when we realize, as we ought, that 
confession of sin is chiefly for the 
ear of God, that alone ought to 
make us sincere in the exercise of 


it. The presence of God is no place 


And the Cardinal sighed in his | 


to indulge in hypocrital pretence. 
And it is only when confession is 
sincere that it has anything to 
do with repentance, for it is only 
then that it will cause you to put 
the evil out of your life, and by 
the grace of God keep it out. 

So let it be stated clearly once 
more; you may be convicted of sin, 
and you may have a certain kind 
of sorrow because of it, and you 
may make a certain kind of con- 
fession of it and yet not really re- 
pent. Real repentance begins in 
the humiliation of the heart and 
ends in the reformation of the life. 
The thing of vital importance for 
you to settle is, Are you willing 
to quit, and, as Paul says, “do 
works meet for repentance”? Your 
sin must not only be confessed; 
it must be forsaken. It must be 
brought to judgment, and like An- 
tinous of old Homer; like Achan 
who troubled Israel, it must be 
searched out and put to death 
without any mercy. “Let the wick- 
ed forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord and 
he will have mercy upon him, and 
unto our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon.” 

The word “REPENT’” means to 
“change your mind.” It means to 
think differently about God and 
your relation to Him and the sin 
that is keeping you away from 
Him. It means that the prodigal 
has come to himself and said, “I 
will arise and go to my Father.” 
It means to stop and say, “I am 
going wrong and I mean to go 
right.” 

I served as Chaplain in the war 
of ’98 with Spain down in Cuba. 
Among the commands given most 
frequently on drill duty, I remem- 
ber one that went like this: “Halt! 
Attention! Right about! Face! For- 
ward March!” That’s repentance. 
The first way was the way of sin, 
and it leads to unrest, misery, and 
Hell. The second way is the way 
of righteousness: and it leads to 
peace, happiness, and Heaven. 

“The Lord is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.” But 
God can’t save you if in the 
stubbornness of your heart you re- 
fuse to repent of your sin. 

Someone has said—I do not 
know who—that the cry of a sin- 
cerely repentant soul is more ac- 
ceptable to Jesus than the chant 
of angels, the melody of golden 
harps swept by seraph fingers, or 
the loud swelling anthem of Hea- 
ven though it be “as the voice of 
many waters.” 

Do you know the “Romance of 
Lalla Rookh’’? It’s Moore’s mas- 
terpiece. In it he has a_ poem, 
“Paradise and the Peri.” The Peri 
were the descendants of the fallen 
angels and they were shut out of 
Heaven and couldn’t get in until 
they could bring to Heaven’s gate 
the thing most precious in the 
world and most dear to Heaven. 


The poem opens with one of the 


Peri weeping outside the gates of 
Paradise, and the angel on guard 
says: 


The Peri yet may be forgiven 
Who bring to this Eternal Gate 
The gift that is most dear in 
Heaven; 
Go seek it, and redeem thy sin, 
’Tis sweet to let the pardon’d in. 


Then the Peri begins to travel 
over the earth and over in India 
she saw a youthful warrior dying 
in defense of liberty, and she ran 
and caught the last drop of the 
patriot’s blood and hurried back 
to Heaven. But the Angel said, 


See, alas, the crystal bar 
Of Eden moves not—holier far 
Than e’en this drop the boon must 
be, 
That opes the gates of Heaven 
for thee. 


And then the Peri commenced 
to search again. This time in the 
mountains of Africa she found a 
beautiful maiden who had braved 
the dangers of a plague-infested 
region that she might minister to 
her stricken lover. She fell a vic- 
tim to the disease and died by 
his side, and the Peri softly stole 
the last farewell sigh and hur- 
ried back to Heaven, thinking 
nothing could be more dear to that 
place than “the precious sigh of 
pure self-sacrificing love.”’ 

But again the angel said with 
regret, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Page Three 


Abraham Lincoln’s Personal Faith 


(Continued from page 1) 


have read on my knees the story 
of Gethsemane, where the Son of 
God prayed in vain that the cup 
of bitterness might pass from 
Him.” In his public addresses, in 
his private conversation and in his 
letters, he clearly emphasized his 
faith in God, even though a mod- 
ern psychoanalyst from New 
York tries to tell us that the 
Bible quotations in his speeches 
were used merely in a rhetorical 
sense, because they were familiar 
to the people whom he wished to 
reach, but not as a fundamental 
belief of his own soul. 


Throughout life Lincoln was a 
close student of the Bible, and it 
was the one book above all oth- 
ers which formed his mind and 
heart. Alexander Williamson, a 
tutor in Lincoln’s family in Wash- 
ington, said: “Mr. Lincoln §fre- 
quently studied the Bible with the 
aid of Cruden’s Concordance, 
which lay on his table.” After the 
Emancipation declaration, the 
colored people of Baltimore pre- 
sented the President with a hand- 
some copy of the Bible, and he re- 
sponded as follows: “It is the best 
gift God has given to man. All the 
good from the Saviour of the 
world is communicated through 
this Book. All things most. desir- 
able for man’s welfare here and 
hereafter are to be found portray- 
ed in it.” 

Mrs. Rebecca B. Pomeroy, the 
family nurse, writes: “I know 
nothing of his previous character 
before the war, but my 14 years 
in his family gave a good insight 
of his daily life, not only all hours 
of the day but when his meals 
were ready, and the troubled heart 
would give vent in tones not to be 
misunderstood. It was his custom 
when waiting for his lunch to take 
his mother’s wornout Bible and lie 
on the couch and read, and one 
day he asked me what book I lik- 


ed to read best; and I said, ‘I am 
fond of the Psalms.’ 


““*Yes,’ said he to me, ‘they are 
the best, for I find in them 
something for every day in’ the 
week!’ ” 

Lincoln, in both his public and 
private conversation, made fre- 
quent use of Bible language 
and illustrations drawn from 
Holy Writ. It is said that when 
he was preparing his Spring- 
field speech of 1858, he_ spent 
hours trying to find langu- 
age that would express the idea 
that dominated his political ca- 
reer — that a republic could not 
permanently endure half free and 
half slave — and that finally a 
Bible passage flashed through his 
mind, and he exclaimed: “I have 
found it! ‘A house divided against 
itself can not stand.’” And prob- 
ably no other Bible passage ever 
exerted as mugh influence as this 
one in the settlement of the great 
slavery controversy. 

One of the most interesting in- 
sights into Lincoln’s personal faith 
we have ever read was published 
by Dr. Newton Bateman, an Illinois 
contemporary of Lincoln’s. Dr. 
Bateman was Superintendent of 
Education for the state of Illinois 
when he published his account. La- 
ter he was president of Knox Col- 
lege. His testimony has never been 
challenged and is above refuta- 
tion. 

“Abraham Lincoln,” wrote Dr. 
Bateman, “believed in the God of 
the Bible, in the Christian reli- 
gion, in the efficacy of prayer, and 
in the necessity of that moral and 
religious training of the young for 
which I plead. I know it because 
I heard it from his own lips, in 
many forms of expression, again 
and again. 

“IT shall never forget an inter- 
view with him, one calm October 
evening, shortly before his first 


Sometime ago a fine Chris- 
tian friend who visited Bob 
Jones University said, “This is 
the first time I ever saw this 
school, but I knew it was all 
right. I, however, did not really 
know how wonderful the place 
is..Everything is so miraculous. 
It is hard to realize that in 
this day there can be three 
thousand young people on the 
campus of even a Christian 
educational institution and 
none of these young people 
smoke and all of them Chris- 
tians and practically al] of 
them real soul winners. I have 
prayed for the scho6él; and while 
I have not been in position to 
make a large contribution, I 
have invested a little money in 
this work, so I feel like I ama 
partner in this business.” The 
way this man spoke reminded 
me of a story I heard when 
I was a boy. Someone said that 
there was a one-legged man 
who used to come into a little 
town on crutches, and one day 
a man about town said, “Boys, 
let’s take up a collection and 
buy that one-legged man a 
“neg leg’”’ so he can throw away 
those crutches. So he went 
around and took up a collection 
and got the man a real good 
“neg leg.” After the fellow got 
used to the new leg, he came 
walking down the street one 
day; and the man who raised 
the money said, ‘Look, boys, 
here comes our man. We have 
an interest in him. We invested 
some money in that leg on 
which he is walking.” 

It is a wonderful thing to 
have some money invested in 
a work as miraculous as the 
work at Bob Jones University. 
Even we who are here on the 
campus cannot fully grasp the 
full meaning of what God is 
doing. There is never a day 
that goes by but what there is 
some interesting story we could 
tell. We are sure our friends at 
a distance cannot really know 
all the institution is doing. You 
wou'd have to come on the 
campus and feel the atmos- 
phere and see things on the 
inside to know how wonderful 
and miraculous it all is. We do 
our best to tell you about it, 
but we cannot really say all 
there is to be said. But we want 
you friends to know that we 
consider you who pray for us 
and you who have. invested 
some of God’s money in this 
work as partners with us in 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


the business. We Christian: 
workers are not competitors. 
We are partners. Bob Jones 
University is interested in all 
centers of evangelical orthodox 
testimony; and the institution 
from the time it started until 
now has tried to work with all 
evangelical orthodox Christian 
leaders and institutions. We, 
however, believe that God has 
called Bob Jones University in- 
to existence to do the job in a 
little different way from what 
most other institutions are do- 
ing it. The unparalleled growth 
and the unusual blessing of God 
which rests upon the institution 
certainly should be enough to 
prove that there is a definite 
place in God’s program for this 
school. 

We are not asking God’s peo- 
ple to invest all of the money 
they have for God’s work in 
Bob Jones University. We do, 
however, feel that on the basis 
of what Bob Jones University 
has done and is doing, it is 
definitely entitled to a gener- 
ous share in the money that 
God’s people invest in Chris- 
tian work. We are, therefore, 
appealing to you Christians 
who love the Lord in sincerity 
to make an investment at this 
time in the Bob Jones Universi- 
ty Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. We have never before 
appealed for money for any 
cause with such holy boldness 
as we are appealing to you 
now to invest something in this 
great work and to help us 
reach the goal of $1,000.000 
for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund. Remember that we 
are driving for at least $500,000 
of the amount by the close 
of the school year, which will 
be May 30. We believe we will 
reach that goal because we 
believe that you folks who 
read the appeals that we are 
sending out will be led of God 
to make an investment in this 
fund. We appreciate what some 
of you have already done and 
what we feel] confident you are 
going to do. We want to thank 
you friends who have not yet -« 
invested but who are going to 
invest some amount in the Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund. 
Please keep praying for us. 
Thank you and God bless you. 


BOB JONES, Founder 

Bob Jones University 

Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


Engagements 


Sword Staff of Evangelists 


Kenneth Chapman 
Mar. 11-25, Cottage Hills, Il; Mar. 26- 
Apr. 8, Mulberry Grove, IIL. 


James H. Melton 
Jan. 30-Feb.11, First Brethren Church, 
Elkhart, Ind.; Feb. 26-Mar. 11, Iron- 
ton Baptist Church, Little Rock, Ark.; 
Mar. 12-25, Bethel, N. C. 


Claude McDonald, Jr. 


Mar. 25-Apr. 8, Brush Creek, Tenn. 


Joe B. Rice — 


Feb. 20-Mar. 4, Plains, Kans.; Mar, 25- 
Apr. 8, Maiden, N. C. 


J. Oscar Wells 


Feb. 25-Mar. 11, Sacramento, 
Mar. 25-Apr. 8, Greenville, Ky. 


James Threlfall 
Feb. 4-18, Vestal, N. Y.s Feb 25-Mar. 
11, Taylor Center, Mich.; Mar. 12-25, 
Carmel Avenue Baptist Church, Detroit, 
Mich.; Mar. 26-Apr. 8, Seventh Baptist 
Church, Nashville, Tenn. 


G. Covell Keenum 
Mar. 26-Apr. 1, Atlanta, Ga. 


Eddie Wagner 
Feb. 5-18, Brunswick Avenue Baptist 
Church, Gary, Ind.; Mar. 11-25, Mer- 
riam, Kans.; Mar. 26-Apr. 8, Ridge- 
wooed Baptist Church, Joliet, Ill. 


Ray Cutchin 
Feb. 18-Mar. 4, Wilmot, Ark. 
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election. Referring to the momen- 
tous issues of the contest, just 
closing, he said to me with great 
solemnity of manner: ‘I know 
there is a God, and that He hates 
injustice and slavery. I see the 
storm coming, and I know that 
His hand is in it. If He has a place 
and work for me, and I think He 
has, I believe I am ready. I am 
nothing, but truth is everything. 
I know that I am right, because 
I know that liberty is right, for 
Christ teaches it. I have told them 
that a house divided against it- 
self cannot stand, and God and 
reason say the same, and they 
will find it so. I may not see the 
end; but it will come, and I shall 
be vindicated; and these men will 
find that they have not read their 
Bibles aright.’ 

“Does it not appear strange,’ 
said he, ‘that men can ignore the 
moral aspects of this contest? A 
revelation could not make it plain- 


(Continued on next column) 
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what a bless- 
ing it is! | 
miss nothing 
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Never need turn the radio on 
loud. Never ask people to repeat. 


“Tt all began when I filled out a 
coupon. A marvelous free book 
told me all about hearing loss. 
It told what modern science is 
doing for people like me.” 

You too, should learn the full 
facts. Send in this 
coupon today for 


your FREE book. 
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Douglas Winn 


Evangelists Douglas Winn and Eddie Wagner 
Become Sword Evangelists 


By the 


Editor 


Because a multitude of pastors look to The Sword of the 
Lord to recommend evangelists for revival campaigns, we 
have felt it necessary and wise to sponsor a staff of Spirit- 
filled, sound, experienced and soul-winning evangelists. 


Latest to join this staff are 


Evangelist Eddie Wagner of 


2705 W. 7th Street, Little Rock, Arkansas and Evangelist 


Douglas Winn of 911 Myrtle 


Evangelist Douglas Winn has}; 


been preaching literally since he 
was a child. So, though only about 
30 years old, he is an experienced 
evangelist with long years of help- 
ing pastors and preaching the gos- 
pel. He is widely accepted and he 
is one of the most fervent soul 
winners, one of the most fluent 
young preachers we have ever 
heard. He was on the program 


of THE SWORD OF THE LORD Con-. 


ference on Revival and Soul Win- 
ning at Cedar. Lake in July 1949. 
We have published three of his ser- 
mons in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
He has a strong spiritual content 
in his messages, and the fire of the 
Lord is on him. God has blessed 
him with blessed revivals. He has 
preached nearly all over the Unit- 
ed States, has held both single 
church and union campaigns. His 
doctrinal position is the same as 
that of THE SwoRD OF THE LORD. 
He believes all the Bible, preaches 
salvation by the blood of Christ, 
demands a new birth, preaches a 
consecrated and separated life. He 
builds up Christians and helps the 
local work of the church. He has 
boundless energy. We are proud to 


er to me that either slavery or 
the government must be destroy- 
ed. The future would be something 
awful, as I look at it, but for the 
rock on which I stand (meaning 
the Bible which he held in his 
hand.) 

“ ‘Tt seems,’ he continued, ‘as if 
God had borne with this thing 
(slavery) until the very teachers 
of religion have come to defend 
it from. the Bible, and to claim 
for it a divine character and sanc- 
tion; and now the cup of iniquity 
is full, and the vials of wrath will 
be poured out.’” 


Dr. Bateman then wrote: “No 
words of mine can describe the 
tender religious tone with which 
he uttered these words. The con- 
versation was continued for near- 
ly an hour, in the course of which 
he repeatedly spoke of faith in 
the Christian’s God as an element 
of successful statesmanship, and 
the only assurance of ultimate 
success.” 


Lincoln was ever a devout man 
in prayer and believed in its pow- 
er and efficacy, in sickness and 
in health, in times of peace and of 
war. The same nurse, Mrs. Pome- 
roy, relates that when Lincoln’s 
son was very sick, he himself pray- 
ed and asked her also to pray for 
the boy, for, he said, “I need the 
prayers of many.” Four days 
thereafter the son was laid to rest 
and Mrs. Pomeroy suggested to 
Lincoln to “Look up for strength,” 
and he kindly answered, “I shall 
zo to God with my sorrows.” 


She also, as other. biographers, 
records that he prayed most might- 
ily over Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and 
Port Hudson for success to the 
Federal armies. In his’ anxiety 


(Continued on page 4) 


Road, Martinsville, Virginia. 


announce Brother Douglas Winn 
as one of the Sword Staff of 
Evangelists. 


Evangelist Eddie Wagner re 
ceived a remarkable training of 
soul winning at a Servicemen’s 
Center during the last war. A 
graduate of the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, he is thoroughly 
grounded in the scriptures, is pre- 
millennial and fundamental in 
doctrine. He has a fervent soul, 
is a hard-hitting Bible preacher. 
God has used him in blessed re- 
vival campaigns. In one campaign 
in the Northwest pastors wrote to 
tell me of Brother Wagner’s great 
preaching where some 350 came to 
Christ in a union campaign. In an 
Indiana revival around 800 people 
came forward accepting Christ as 
Saviour or returning as backslid- 
ers, also a union campaign. 


With Brother Eddie Wagner 
goes His song leader Jim Stouten- 
borough, a consecrated zealous 
soul winner. 


Both of these men have been 
widely used in Youth for Christ 
meetings. They are proven, experi- 
enced, trustworthy men. 

Neither of them sets any price 
on his services. They would expect 
travelling expenses and entertain- 
ment to be taken care of by the 
churches in nightly offerings, and 
they would receive a love offer- 
ing the last few days of the re- 
vival. They are not on salary by 
THE SworRD OF THE LorD but go 
by faith and God provides for them 
through His people. Everywhere 
men have brought the finest re- 
ports about the work of these god- 
ly young evangelists. 

On the Sword Staff of Evan- 
gelists now are: 

KENNETH CHAPMAN, 230 Cannon 
Avenue, Murfreesboro, Tennessee; 

G. CovELL KEENUM, Box 1613, 
Decatur, Alabama; 

CLauDE McDonaLp, Jr., 3615 
Westmont, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa; 

J. H. MELTOoN, P. O. Box 132, 
Blytheville, Arkansas; 

Joe B. Rice, 505 N. Boulevard, 
Edmond, Oklahoma; 

JAMES THRELFALL, 182 Luther 
Street, Pontiac, Michigan; 

EppDIE WAGNER, 2705 W. 7th 
Street, Little Rock, Arkansas; 

J. OscaR WELLS, Rt. 7, Lubbock, 
Texas; 

DouGLAs WINN, 911 Myrtle Road, 
Martinsville, Virginia. 

Evangelist Raymond Cutchin, 
46 Aylwin Road, Portsmouth, Vir- 
ginia, also works with THE SworD 
OF THE LorpD on the same basis 
though not officially connected. 
Evangelist Bill Rice is director 
of the Staff of Evangelists. Rev. 
Ralph E. Mucher is field secretary. 
If interested in the work of any of 
the evangelists, please write Rev. 
Ralph E. Mucher, The Sword of 
the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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“THE SWORD OF THE LORD was 
given us to read and we saw at 
once there was ‘Promised Land for 
us to possess’ which we had not 
known of before. We surely thank 
our Precious Lord that we were 
led to where we received more 
spiritual food and to the know- 
ledge of this wonderful paper. I 
like to save the papers and to re- 
fer to them and we take an extra 
number to have to give away.” 

Mrs. F. W., Mt. Vernon, O. 


* oo 7 


“T was asked to be a pastor of a 
gospel mission after being saved 
only a year and a half. I refused 
at first because I knew little about 
the Bible. A friend realized it must 
be hard for me to get two mes- 
sages for Sunday and somthing for 
prayer meeting; so he gave me 
some old copies of THE SworD OF 
THE LorD. They were really a help 
to me and helped me prepare 
many of my sermons.” 

J. K., McKeesport, Pa. 


oe £ ‘A 
“I have taken THE SworpD or 
THE Lorp for several years, and 
think it is the best paper I ever 


read. I am almost a shut-in so do 
not get to attend church very 
often so you just don’t know how 
much your paper means to me and 
the help I get from it. I always 
read it over several times, then 
pass it on to some friends to read.” 

H. A., Buffalo, Ala. 

* * * 

“THE SWORD OF THE LORD ser- 
mons really convict sinners and 
unbelievers and get people saved. 
I have never known any paper 
like it and only those which copy 
and imitate it since it was begun 
are like it but not as good. I be- 
came a church member at 21 years 
‘of age and went to church until 
35 years of age before I really 
learned anything clearly about the 
way of salvation and the way of 
life from such sermons as were 
printed in THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
and have been receiving it since 
1942.” 

J. G., Green Cove Springs, Fla. 

* * ok 


“THe Sword has helped = and 
blessed me over and over, and it 
is with a sense of worthwhile 
achievement that I send your pa- 
per to those who are members of 
my church. May God continue to 
bless you all in your work.” 

Rev. A. O., Hamden, Conn. 


* * * 


“Tt is indeed with pleasure and 
thanksgiving in my heart that I 
renew my subscription to your 
great truth-enlightening paper. I 
had never heard of the paper until 
January of this year. Someone had 
it sent to me. I sure wish I knew 
who it was so that I could per- 
sonally thank them, for it has 
been such a blessing to my family 
and myself. It does our hearts 


good to be able to read a paper 
that still has as its pirnciple the 
‘old-time religion.’ ”’ 
H. M., Merigold, Miss. 
* * * 

“IT have been a reader of THE 
SworD OF THE LorD since 1944. 
It was one of the Christian papers 
that I subscribed to very shortly 
after I was saved. I heard it ad- 
vertised over the radio. It has 
surely been a rich blessing as I 
have read it from week to week. 
It has given me a desire to be a 
soul winner for the Lord.” 2 

Mrs. R. L., Waupun, Wis. 
” * a 

“It was my good fortune to be- 
come acquainted with your publi- 
cation, THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
quite recently through an aunt 
who has been saving her copies for 
me. I would like to tell you how 
delighted I have been with every 
issue. I am a Sunday school sup- 
erintendent in an orthodox Presby- 
terian church. Between my many 
duties in this capacity, running a 
home and raising a family, I do not 
have too much time to read, and 
yet my heart hungers to be con- 
stantly studying His Word and 
reading everything I can about 
Him and His workers. I do so en- 
joy the old sermons of such men 
as Billy Sunday, Moody and Mel 
Trotter. I did not dream such ser- 
mons of these great men were 
even in print.” 

Mrs. R. G., Los Angeles, Calif. 


* * * 


“It is a pleasure to be able to 
send THE SWORD OF THE LorD to 
others after receiving the blessings 
of it for myself, and seeing how 
others are blessed by it and de- 
velop in the Christian life. I have 


kept THE Sworp for years. It has 
meant so much to me personally, 
and as a pastor and evangelist my 
ministry has been greatly enrich- 
ed. I especially appreciate the 
definite stand against worldliness 
in the church as well as modern- 
ism,” 

Rev. B. R., Steinbach, Man., Can. 


Lincoln’s Faith 


-(Contnued from page 3) 


over the outcome of the battle, 
reminded by Mrs. Pomeroy that 
prayer will do what nothing else 
will, he went to his room with 
tears streaming down his worn 
and haggard face; and could the 
nation have heard his earnest peti- 
tion, as the nurse did, they would 
have fallen on their knees in rev- 
erential sympathy. And God grant- 
ed success to the armies of the 
north in all three of those great 
battles. Can anyone deny it was 
due to the power of prayer of our 
great martyr president? 

He rented a pew at $50.00 a 
year and sat in it with his fami- 
ly for nearly seven years. During 
his years in Washington he sent 
his children to Sunday school. 


| statutes.” 


To an Illinois clergyman Lin- 
coln said in 1864, “When I left 
Springfield I asked the people to 
pray for me; I was not a Chris- 
tian. When I buried my son, the 
severest trial of my life, I was 
not a Christian. But when I went 
to Gettysburg and saw the graves 
of thousands of our soldiers, I then 
and there consecrated myself to 
Christ. I do love Jesus.” 

Shortly before the end of the 
Civil War he stated to several 
friends that it had been his in- 
tention for some time at a suit- 
able opportunity to make a public 
confession of his faith, but  be- 
fore that “suitable opportunity’ 
came, the bullet of John Wilkes 
Booth laid Lincoln low in death. 
On his last day Lincoln said to 
his wife that he wanted to visit 
the Holy Land and. see_ those 
places hallowed by the footprints 
of the Saviour. 

Trouble, sickness, death, drove 
Lincoln to his knees and to Christ. 
Sweet are the uses of adversity. 
Well he could say with the Psalm- 
ist (Psam 119:67, 71): “Before I 
was afflicted I went astray. It is 
good for me that I have been af- 
flicted; that I might learn Thy 
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There are many, many kinds of 
flies but the one about which we 
shall talk today is the most beau- 
tiful of all the flies I have seen. 
The French people call it “the 
young lady of the insect world” 
because it has such beautiful col- 
ors and is so graceful in its move- 
ments. It is large and long and 
its body has a brilliant metallic lus- 
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DRAGOW FLY 


"fHE DRAGON FLY AND THE BULL FROG 


Little friends, I would like to tell you about a frog and 
a fly. I believe you will be interested to hear the wonderful 
things I shall tell you about these two little creatures. 


ter combining all the colors of the 
rainbow. It loves the sunshine. 

I wonder if you can guess now 
the fly about which I am talking. I 
am sure you have seen it around 
rivers and ponds and lakes. It 
darts about very rapidly and is so 
alert and swift that it is almost 
impossible to catch it. Boys and 
girls sometimes catch these flies in 
nets, but it is very difficult to 
do so. It rests on your hat for 
a moment; then it is out on the 
fishing rod and lights on the 
string until a fish pulls on the 
hook and frightens it away. Then 
it is back on your hat again— 
and then away it goes. It is so 
restless that it never stays in one 
place, but it has a very happy 
time flying around in this new 
world into which it has come. I 
am sure you have guessed by this 
time that I am talking about the 
dragon fly. It is also called a 
“snake doctor’ by some people. 

Children, the dragon fly did not 
always live in the air and the sun- 
shine. It lived in another world— 
a world of mud down at the bot- 
tom of a lake or a pond. It was 
a very ugly creature then and is 


called a grub. It crawled about 
hunting for things to eat such 
as insects and bugs. These baby 
grubs are cannibals. They eat one 
another. Isn’t it terrible! After 
they are changed into the beau- 
tiful creatures you see flying about 
in the sunshine, they do not eat 
one another. 

When people live in wicked 
places and do sinful things, they 
mistreat other people and do not 
act as they should. If they would 
only trust the Lord Jesus and let 
Him save them, then they would 
be changed and would not do sin- 
ful things. They would have an ex- 
perience something like the dragon 
fly about which I want to tell you. 

I think this story happened in 
Bugland. I was not there to hear 
it, but I want you to hear it be- 
cause you will learn a wonderful 
lesson from it. 

Three baby grubs, Jimmy, Cecil 
and Percy, lived in the mud. They 
were having a family meeting 
around the little pebble which was 
their dining table. Percy said, 
“Say, kids, I have been told that 
there is another world into which 
we go when we leave this mud, 
but I don’t believe a word of it. 
What do you think?” 

The other two replied, ‘““We don’t 
believe it, either. We never saw it. 
Our daddy and mother never told 
us about it. Nobody ever came 
back from there to tell us what 
they found.” 

Just then there was a terrible 
splash, mud flew everywhere, and 
who should come into their midst 
but Old Greenie, the bull frog. How 
impolite to break into the family 
circle! Jimmy said, “Where have 
you been, Greenie?”’ 

Greenie whispered, “Don’t tell 
anybody, but I have been out in 
another world. It is a wonderful 
world. The plants are so large that 
it takes me a long time to hop 
around one of them. There isn’t 
any water or mud out there and 
the ground is green instead of 
black. There is warm sunshine, 
fresh air and beautiful flowers.” 

The three baby grubs looked at 
each other and tapped their heads 
as if to say, “Poor Greenie is out 
of his head. We'd better call the 
doctor.”’ 
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Old Greenie said, “I knew you 
would not believe it. But I have 
been out there and have seen it. 
I know what I am talking about. 
How would you like to go and see 
it with me?” 

Percy, the largest of the three, 
said, “I will go. I want to see it.” 

Greenie said, “All right. You 
jump on my back and I'll take 
you there and bring you back.” 

Percy crawled on Greenie’s back. 
Jimmy and Cecil said, “Goodbye! 
We hope you will come back, but 
we are afraid that you will not.” 

Greenie swam along under the 
water through the mud until he 
reached the bank. Then he slowly 
came out of the water, but when 
Percy Grub left the water, he 
could not breathe. You see, he 
was made to live under the water 
like a fish, and so he gasped for 
breath, fainted dead away and fell 
back into the water. He had a 
headache and he hurt his leg a 
little when he fell off, and so he 
came limping back to Jimmy and 
Cecil. Holding one hand on his 
head, he said, “Nobody can live 
out in that world, I am telling 
you. Old Greenie Frog went some- 
where, but nobody can live out 
there. I’m sure of that.” 

Greenie Frog did not come back 
to this little family of grubs. He 
went off somewhere else to play 
and so they thought he had died. 
After a number of days, Percy 
said, “Boys, I feel so funny in my 
back. I don’t know what is go- 
ing to happen, but I feel as if I’m 
going somewhere.” So he started 
to crawl up one of the bulrushes. 
The others came crying around 
him and said, “Percy, you cannot 
go away from us!” 

But he said, “Yes, I must go. I 
have a funny feeling inside.” 

They said, “Percy, will you come 
back and tell us about the other 
world you may find out there?” 


Percy said, “I certainly will. I 
give you my word, if there is 
really another world, I will come 
back and tell you all about it.” 
So they told him “Good-bye” and 
he crawled to the top of the wa- 
ter. He came out of the water 
just a little way. He felt queer 
and dizzy, and then suddenly he 
felt something bursting loose on 
his back. What do you think? 
The shell burst and out came the 
beautiful dragon fly? Oh, it was 
pretty! It had such beautiful col- 
ors, such transparent wings, such 


delicate little legs! Percy felt won-- 


derful. He flew away to enjoy this 
world and the new life. 


That evening when Percy went 
to sleep he remembered that he 
had promised his two brothers in 
the mud that he would come back 
and tell them about the new world 
if he found it. He did not sleep 
well that night. He rolled and toss- 
ed and could hardly wait for the 
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sun to rise so that he could go 
back and tell Jimmy and Cecil all 
about it. As soon as the sun was 
up, Percy flew into the air, fold- 
ed his wings, and dived headfirst 
into the pond to tell his brothers 
what had happened to him. But do 
you know, children, when his head 
hit the water, the blow knocked 
him unconscious and he lay help- 
less on the water. After awhile 
he revived and exclaimed, “I don’t 
know what happened!” He thought 
he did not go high enough when 
he dived, and so he went higher 
and dived again. This time he was 
nearly killed when he hit the wa- 
ter. Again, quivering and faint, he 
lay on the water until he recov- 
ered. Then off he flew and said, 
“I tried to go back and I wanted 
to keep my promise but I am 
changed and I cannot go back. I 
do hope they won’t think I did not 
tell them the truth. I did try to 
go back but could not.” 

Cecil and Jimmy waited for 
Percy to return. Finally they said, 
“We knew there was not another 
world out there because if there 
had been, Percy would surely have 
come back and _ told us. He said he 
would.” So they concluded that 
the life they lived in the mud was 
the only life. 

My little friends, some people 
are just as foolish as these dragon 
flies. They do not believe that 
there is another life after death 
simply because they haven’t been 
there or because nobody has come 
back to tell them about it. They do 
not believe what God says about 
it in His Word, the Bible. Jesus 
said, Ye will not come to me, that 
ye might have life (John 5:40). 
Don’t be like that. Come to Him 
and He will give you eternal life, 
for he that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life (I John 5:12). 

Little friends, accept the Lord 
Jesus and He will save your souls. 

(From the children’s booklet, 
Uncle Walter's Animal Stories, 
by Dr. Walter L. Wilson, Christian 
physician. Published by Zondervan 
Publishers and used by permission 
of the publishers and author. This 
series of stories may be ordered 
from Sword of the Lord, 35c.) 


Repentance 


(Continued from page 2) 
Peri, see, the crystal bar 
Of Eden moves not—holier far 
Than e’en this sigh the boon must 
be, , 
That opes the gate of Heaven 
for thee. 


Again the Peri came back to 
earth and this time to “Syria’s 
land of roses went,” and coming 
through the woods saw an inno- 
cent child at play, and while she 
looked a robber, a fugitive from 
justice, came on his hot steed and 


'|dismounted to drink from a run- 


ning stream. His face was writ- 
ten over with sin and crime. Just 
then the vesper called to prayer 
and the little child stopped his 
play and kneeled down and pray- 
ed. And the robber saw him, and 
as he looked the tears rolled down 
his face. 


There was a time, he said in mild, 
Heart-humble tones, thou bless- 
ed child, 
When young and happy, pure as 
thou, 
I looked, and prayed like thee, 
but now— 
He hung his head, each nobler aim, 
And hope, and feeling, which 
had slept 
(Continued on page 6) 
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What Repentance Really Means 


(Continued from page 5) 


From boyhood’s hour, that instant 
came 
Fresh o’er him, and he wept. 


And then he went and kneeled 
down by the side of the child and 
prayed himself. And up in Heaven 
the angel smiled, and the light of 
his smile fell on the tear that 
wet the criminal’s face, and the 
Peri flew and caught the tear of 
penitence as it fell, and with it in 
her hand she winged her way 
back to Heaven, and the angel 
smiled, and said “Come in! Come 
in!’ and the Peri cried, 


“Joy, joy, forever! My task is done. 
The gates are passed and Heaven 
is won.” 


May God help us to see that 
there is no other way to come 
save with the tears of repentance. 


And now this last word. If any- 
thing could be more personal than 
what has already been said, I 
want it to be this: 


You are a human being—an im- 
mortal soul. 


You are going somewhere. You 
are twenty-four hours nearer that 
somewhere today than you were 
yesterday. 

What about your eternal fut- 
ure? I beg of you, in true penti- 
ence, prepare for it now. 

Don’t wait until tomorrow. To- 
day only is yours. 


Don’t wait until the Spirit 


. 


strives more powerfully. He may 
never strive again. 

Don’t wait until you get sick. 
You may never get sick. 

Don’t wait until you get old. 
You may never get old. 

Don’t wait until the last grain 
is running through the hour glass 
of your life. 

In the last minute you may Say, 
“Wait till my friends come, and 
let me say ‘Good-bye,’ but death 
will say, “The time is come and 
I can wait for no one.” 


You may say, “Let me kneel] 
down and pray, “But death will 
say, “Too late—no time for pray- 
ing now.” 

“But,” you say, “I cannot go 
out into eternity with all these 
sins upon my soul—give me time 
to repent.” And Death will say, 
“To late!! No time for repent- 
ance now; “Thou fool, this night 
thy soul will be required of thee.’ 
Yes, this hour, this minute, this 
second.” 


The royal feast was done; the 
King 
Sought some new sport to ban- 
ish care, 
And to his jester cried, “Sir Fool, 
Kneel now, and make for us a 
prayer!” 


The jester doffed his cap and bells, 

And stood the mocking court 
before, 

They could not see the bitter smile 


Behind the painted grin he wore. 
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He bowed his head and bent his 
knee 
Upon the monarch’s silken stool; 
His pleading voice arose; “O Lord, 
Be merciful to me, a fool!” 


“No pity, Lord could change the 
heart 
From red with wrong to white 
as wool; 
The rod must heal the sin; but, 
Lord, 
Be merciful to me, a fool!” 


“Earth bears no balsam for mis- 
takes 
Men crown the Knave, 
scourge the fool 
That did his will; but Thou, O 
Lord, 
Be merciful to me, a fool!” 


and 


The room was hushed; in silence 
rose 
The King, and sought his gar- 
dens cool, 
paige! omen apart, and murmured 
ow, 
“Be merciful to me, a fool!” 


Will You Repent Today? 


You have read this sermon by 
a great evangelist now gone to 
Heaven. If you are an unconvert- 
ed, unforgiven sinner, let the edi- 
tor urge you this moment to re- 
pent of your sin and be saved. 
The plain word of Jesus Christ is, 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Luke 13:3, 5). It 
is turn or burn! 


If in your heart you are tired of 
Sin and want to be freed from 
your guilt, forgiven, saved, made a 
child of God, I beg you in Jesus’ 
name to turn to Christ today. De- 
pend upon Him to forgive you. 
Open your heart to Him and trust 
Him this very moment. 


If you will make this plain de- 
cision with an honest heart, I 
urge you to say yes to Christ this 
moment, then sign the following 
decision form, copy in a letter and 


mail to me at once. I will rejoice 
to hear that you have trusted 
Christ as Saviour and will send 
you a letter of counsel and en- 
couragement. Decide, then sign 
and copy and mail today. 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I realize that I am a poor, un- 
done sinner. But here and now I 
turn my heart away from sins, 
honestly seek Jesus Christ to for- 
give me and change my heart. I 
believe that He died for me, that 
He is willing to save me; This mo- 
ment I trust Him to save me, I 
give Him my heart, I set out to be 
His, to love Him and serve Him 
and claim Him as my Saviour. 


Signed 
Address 
Date 
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Hundreds of letters from users verify the adult material 
as ‘“‘superb’’, ‘“‘the best Baptist material available,”’ ‘‘tre- 
mendously effective in reaching souls for Christ.” 
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How Many of These Books Are in Your Home? 


They will richly bless you and yours every time their pages are opened 


gospel. 


BREAD FROM BELLEVUE 


is a book of eight tremendous messages from the 
blazing, burning heart of the man who is probably 
the outstanding fundamental, evangelical, evangel- 
istic pulpiteer in the United States. This book 
measures up to the best of this matchless preacher 
of the gospel. 


Reviewer’s Say 


THE BAPTIST RECORD: 


“«... The reader will never for- 
get the scholarly thoroughness, 
the wizardry of words, the lilt 
of poetic pathos, the practical ap- 
plication, and the urgency in 
the preaching of a.man called» 
and anointed of God to preach.’’ 


EVANGELIST HYMAN APPEL- 
MAN: 

«|. . There is no book of ser- 
mons that I have read in several 
years that stirred my soul as did 
this one.’’ 


THE.STANDARD 

“The bread offered here looks 
attractive, feels warm and fresh, 
and is rich in vitamins. Dr. Lee 
is a master-baker.’’ 


Scattered through the pages of the book are lovely 


bits of poetry, picturesque 


remembered quotations, and stories that bring home 
a point of spiritual significance with such emphasis 
that you will remember it and tell it to your friends 
many times. Preachers will revel in the _ patiently- 
planned architecture of these chapters, and yet any- 
body can read them, understand and enjoy them. A 


book you will never forget! 


SERMON TITLES 


“TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?” 
CHASING FLEES 

1S HELL A MYTH? 

UP AND DOWN A TREE 


Light brown cloth binding with gold $2 00 
stamping. Attractive jacket. 188 a EEE ip . 


President of 6 Million 
Southern Baptists! 


President of 6 million Southern Baptists and pastor 
of one of the largest Baptist churches in the world, with 
around 8,000 members, Dr. Robert G. Lee is known far 
and wide for his powerful oratory as a preacher of the 


a 


Dr. Lee in this book is outstanding in his use 
of words, the reach of his thought, and his power 
to show the futility of life apart from Christ. The 
sermons of this volume are full-length and typically 
Lee-esque. The descriptive powers of Dr. Lee serve 
to paint the scenery for each of the biblical pictures. 


OVEN 


Ethics.” 


reading 


throughout. 


THE PREACHER AND HIS PREACHING 


By W. B. Riley, D.D. 


William Jennings Bryan once called Dr. Riley “The greatest Christian 
statesman in the American pulpit.’’ 

Every preacher wants to know the secret of the success of a 
man like Dr. Riley, and every layman should be interested in 
the work and problems of the ministry. 

Dr. Riley was for forty-five years pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Minneapolis, the largest Northern Baptist church. He 
died in December, 1947, just after preparing the manuscript 
of The Preacher and His Preaching from notes used fifteen years 
in teaching preachers in the Northwestern Schools. 

Here is a book filled with practical, down-to-earth sugges- 
tions, interestingly presented with the glory of God as the goal 


It was Dr. Riley’s lifelong conviction that good preaching was the mark of an 
effective minister of the gospel. As he has so often remarked, ‘Wherever a great 
preacher appears, great audiences gather.” 

Ten of the book’s fourteen chapters deal with preaching. Here you wil] learn 
just how a preacher goes about selecting a text and preparing his discourse. Helpful 
suggestions on such matters as the sermon series, alliteration, and the sermon illus- 
tration will interest even the experienced preacher. The other chapters of the book 
cover such subjects as “Secrets of Success” and “The Preacher and His Professional 

The book is written in clear and forceful style, characteristic of the energetic, 
spiritual and powerful pulpiteer, and his keen sense of humor shines forth frequently. 

The $2 spent by a preacher—young or old——=in obtaining this legacy of instruction 
concerning an effective ministry is a good invesiment. The book bears reading and re- 
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EVERY SERMON IS 
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AND YOU WILL LONG REMEMBER 
BEAUTY OF THE LANGUAGE. 


A MASTERPIECE. 
WERE PRINTED ORIGINALLY IN THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, AND THESE EIGHT MESSAGES WERE CHOSEN 
AS THE CREAM OF ALL OF DR. LEE’S SERMONS. 
EVERY ONE WILL MOVE YOUR HEART, STIR YOU 
TO BE A GREATER 
BLESSING TO OTHERS. THEY ARE A JOY TO READ 


THEY 


preaching. 


principles of the difficult art of 


PROFESSORS COMMENT: 
C. Tenney, 
heaton. College: 


Professor, Rev. Charles W. 


Angeles.”’ 


Mayes, Teacher in 
Bible Institute of L.A. and Pastor First 
Brethren Church, Los Angeles: 
“IT am recommending this book to 
be be used as collateral reading for 
my students in Homiletics and Pub- 
lic Speaking under the 
school of the Bible Institute of Los 


Sturdily bound, light 
gray, red stamping. 
146 pages. 


$2.00 
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description, long-to-be- 


THE MENANCE OF MEDIOCRITY 
“Boo!” 


‘Bee 


re 
” 


Immanuel oe God With Us 


By John R. Rice 


Here is moving, heart-warming teaching and preaching 
about the Lord Jesus, Immanuel—His birth announced, His In- 
carnation, His Forgiveness, His Return, His Coronation and His 
Blessed Invitation. It is strong Bible teaching, stirring though 
exhaustive and scholarly. What tender Christmas messages on 
the message of the angels and Christ’s incarnation! What a stirr- 
ing appeal to the unsaved is the last chapter! An ideal gift book, 
especially suitable for devotional reading, for Christmas giving. 
A Sword Book Club book of the month selection. 


pes DR. Y, RAYMOND EDMAN, president Wheaton College, says: 
Bite: % “‘Here is evangelism at it 


s highest level...T 


rue evangelism is Bible-teaching with burnin 


Rs ae passion; and one can well understand why many have been brought to the Saviour throug 
a these messages on the Person of the lovely Lord Jesus. Thoioughly Scriptural wariiiy personal, 


Son of God. Th 


deeply devotional, with kindling of thought and burning of 


_ evangelistic punch with spiritual sweetness.” 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE: “Stirring and inspiring 
..- leaves the reader more in love with Jesus... 


heart, we are 


“Immanuel, God With 


Beautiful cloth binding 
and jacket, 
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Available at your book store or the Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, IIl. 
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led to faith in the 
is volume will be especially helpful to give to unbelievers who are uninformed, and 
whose hearts are being stirred by the revivals that are arising in our land.”’ 
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e Us, appeals:to me as much or more than anything 
a8 I have ever read from the pen of this great man 
ee and great preacher... Straightforward simplicity, 


$1.50 


ree SEPM WH 


en ee ee eh ae 


hE eR 


ore nN? 


Friday, February 9, 1951 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


Buying 
(Continued from page 1) 
we shall know, will all be deter- 


mined by our faithfulness in life 
and service here and now. 


That is what Paul meant when 
he spoke of “laying up in store for 
themselves a _ good _ foundation 
against the time to come” (I Tim. 
6:19). You see, God prepares a 
mansion for us but we lay the 
foundation, we provide the lot. Ob- 
viously the house can’t be bigger 
than the lot. If you want a sub- 
stantial mansion—buy a field. 


That, also, is what our Lord 
meant when..He said, ‘Lay up for 
yourselves treasure in heaven.” 
He is telling us that the money we 
give to God will be put to our 
everlasting credit in the world. to 
come. Every dollar we give to 
God from a _ right motive will 
greet us at the judgment scat of 
Christ. “Treasure in heaven” 


A Field 


in Heaven by what we give on 
earth. What we give to God in 
time, buys a field for ourselves in 
eternity. 


The Lord Jesus Christ is our} 


great Exemplar in field-buying. 
Jesus bought a field. “The kKing- 
dom of heaven is like unto treas- 
ure hid in a field; the which when 
a man hath found, he hideth, and 
for joy thereof goeth and selleth 
all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field” (Matt. 13:44). The field is 
the world of mankind, the scene 
and theater of the kingdom com- 
ing. Here one day the righteous 
will shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of the Father. Here the 
King of kings will display His 
power and rule the world in right- 
eousness. And for the joy of this 
coming kingdom, and bringing of 
many sons to glory, Jesus endured 


blood He bought a field. 

Others, too, have bought a field. 
Time would fail me to tell of men 
and women all through history 
who bought, not for time, but for 
eternity, and laid up for them- 
selves a good foundation against 
the time to come. “These all died 
in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. For 
they that say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a county 

. a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God: 
for He hath prepared for them a 
city” (Heb. 11:13,14,16). And in 
that better country, where the 
flowers ever bloom and the sun 
ever shines, and on the banks of 
the river of life, where grow trees 


with fruit everlasting, they bought | 


a field. 


and I will give thee a crown” 
(Rev. 2:10). There is a crown of 
reward for.those who are faithful. 
It was the servant who had used 


his talents well who was called} 


a good and faithful servant. 

Faithful, what a grand word 
is that! It means full of faith. 
This faith is a dependable faith, 
an obedient faith, an enduring 
faith. It is the kind of faith that 
believes God’s word when others 
disbelieve it. It is the kind of 
faith that enables us to maintain 
our separation from the world 
when others are defiling their gar- 
ments. It is the kind of faith that 
enables us to fulfill our task no 
matter how humble that task may 
be. It is the kind of faith that 
endures to the end every test that 
the world, the flesh, and the Devil 
may bring against it. 


We are living in a day of a- 
'bounding unfaithfulness. I doubt 
if the church ever had so many 
backsliders in her ranks. It is the 


were not for the faithful Chris- 
tians. Of such the Lord - said, 
‘Great is their reward in heaven’; 
and again, “Thou hast a few 
names even in Sardis which have 
not defiled their garments; and 
they shall walk with me in white; 
for they are worthy” (Rev. 3:4). 
Think of that! Your faithful liv- 
ing will buy a field in Glory where 
you will walk, in white with the 
Lord. 


II. By Personal Soul Winning 


Then, too, we can buy a field 
through our personal soul winning. 

When Dr. Lyman Beecher was 
on his deathbed, someone asked: 
“Dr. Beecher, will you please tell 
us the greatest work that a man 
can do in this world?” 

“The greatest work,” replied the 
dying theologian, “is not to rule 
a kingdom. It is not political or 
ecclesiastical power; neither is it 
scientific, philosophical, nor even 
theological knowledge.. The great- 


: , : What are some of the ways/|day prophesied in Scripture when} est work that a person can do in 
the cross, despised the shame, and ngs a 
ove We con ey ngayon with: the side of epee stclonia whereby we can lay up for. the|“Because iniquity shall abound,|this world is to lead a soul to 
d future, invest for eternity, and|the love of many shall wax cold” | Jesus Christ.” 


= keep abreast of the “March of 


Subscribe today to this alert, intensely interesting 
magazine, ably edited by former Roman Catholic 
priests. Only $2.00 a year (10 issues). Trial 
subscription — 6 issues for $1.00. Free sample 
copy on request. Write Dept. SL 


READ abovt this and other unscrip- 
tural Roman Catholic practices, and 


Rome", through THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE, 


buy a field in the land of rewards? 


I. By Faithful Living 


Fifth Avenue. CHRIST'S MISSION, INC. New. York 10, N. Y. 


(Matt. 24:12). 


Christian, is your love for God 
as warm today as when you first 


reece ll LOT 


We can buy a field with our| were saved? Is it lukewarm _be- 


faithful living. 

| A Christian does not need to 
have ten talents, or even five, in 
order to buy a field in Heaven. 
'One talent will do it, if, instead 
of burying it, we buy with it. The 
first desideratum with God is not 
brilliance, or eloquence, or wis- 
dom, or even Bible knowledge; it 
is faithfulness. We can’t all 
successful, but we can all be faith- 


ful. “Be thou faithful unto death, | 


be | 


‘cause you. love the things. of 
| this world? Is your center of 
'gravity this poor sin-ridden world 
|instead of the glorious new world 
'God is about to make? 


Some Christians are faithful to- 
|day and unfaithful tomorrow, up 
| one day and down the next; hot on 
|Sunday, cold on Monday. The 
'great missionary and evangelistic 
_enterprise of the church of Christ 
would come to a speedy end if it 


With all my heart I believe that 
is true. I believed it thirty years 
ago when I began preaching, and 
I believe it even more so today. I 
confess with sadness of heart that 
I know some preachers, even god- 
ly men, who once believed it also 
but have ceased to do so, and 
now put the emphasis elsewhere. 
Instead of being known as soul- 
winning preachers, they have~be- 
come Bible teachers; instead of 
being on fire for the salvation of 
lost souls in every service, they 
are content to feed God’s over-fat- 
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tened sheep with sermons on the 
deeper life and the niceties of Bi- 
ble interpretation. Such ministry 
has its place but not the supreme 
place. Yet such _ pastors and 
churches can go along month aft- 
er month without ever hearing 
the cry, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner,” and without having any 


heartburning over it. Oh, if I read 


my Bible aright, if I. know any- 


thing of Him whose one supreme 
and burning passion was to seek 


and to save the lost, I would en- 


treat such pastors and people to 


save themselves much heartburn- 
ing hereafter by putting soul win- 
ning first in their Christian ser- 
vice here and now. 

“tfe which converteth the sin- 


ner from the error of his way 


A Field 


last shall be first.” He meant 
nothing else than that many who 
are rich on earth will be poor in 
Heaven. They can’t have their 
cake and eat it too. They would 
be wise if they transferred some 
of their property from this world 
to the next. They should sell one 
field and buy another. 

A man one day saw this truth, 
so he sold a field on earth and 
bought one in Heaven. “Barnabas, 
.. . Having land, sold it, and 
brought the money, and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet” (Acts 4:37). He 
simply exchanged a field on earth 
for one in heaven. He kept his 
field by giving it away. He really 
did not need its broad acres ex- 
cept for a little corner six feet 
long by three across. So he sold 
it and sent the money ahead to 


——— | 


| body, but of his hopes for eternal | 


es 
sor raat, CAR OS a + 


shall save a soul from death” 
(Jas. 5:20).To save someone from 
Hell into Heaven will add to our 


joy in the everlasting future. To | /0n8, long time. 


place a jewel in the crown Christ 
wears will give us a peculiar joy 


when we behold that crown on His sacrificial giving. Another man 


brow. To know that Heaven is 


richer by at least one soul that| came to buy one, but he 


we led there will be our exceed- 
ing great reward. Thus, by the 
souls we win for Christ, we can 
buy a field. 

Think, for example, of the joy 
of William A. Sunday when he 
meets in Heaven the thousands he 
was instrumental in bringing 
there. All over this country I 
meet his converts. Many have 
joined him in Glory. Thousands 
more are on the way. He will be 
surrounded by them in Heaven. 
They will mean more to him than 


the pearly gates or the golden|:- 


streets. I heard him, in the even- 
ing of his life, preaching in New 
York. He could hardly be heard 
above a whisper for his throat 
was burned out pleading for the 
souls of men in a day when loud 
speakers were unknown. But his 
throat does not trouble him to- 
day. He is singing for joy in Hea- 
ven because of his soul-winning 
fruitfulness. And when he holds 
an annual meeting of his converts, 
as I suspect he will, he will re- 
quire quite a large place for the 
celebration. But William A. Sun- 
day will not lack that space. By 
— soul-winning zeal he bought a 
ield. 


Ill, By Sacrificial Giving 

Yet again we can buy a field 
with our sacrificial giving. 

God’s word to Jeremiah was, 


buy a field in the land of rewards. 
He will enjoy that field for a 


But it is not ordinary giving 
that God rewards in Heaven. It is 


who saw Barnabas buy a field also 
kept 
back part of the price! “A certain 
man named Ananias, . sold a 
possession, [it was a field] And 
kept back part of the price” (Acts 
5:1:2). And the judgment of God 
fell on Ananias for his covetous- 
ness. When he sold the field he pro- 
fessedly sold it for God. He was 
therefore robbing God when he 
kept back part of the price. Are 
we like Barnabas or Ananias in 
our giving? 

We read in Genesis 33:19 that 
Jacob “bought a parcel of a field, 
. for an hundred pieces of mo- 
ney.” The Hebrew word here for 
pieces is lambs. It is probable 
that the image of a lamb was 
stamped on the first coins men- 
tioned in the Bible. My brother, 


it the image of Caesar, the god 
of this world, or the image of 
Jesus, the Lamb of God? I exhort 
you to build and buy, not for time, 
but for eternity. In the land of 
fadeless day, buy a field. 

I would remind you that each 
one of us, whether saved or unsav- 
ed, is. building a future of some 
kind, and in eternity is buying a 
field. The poet says: 


Isn’t it strange that Princes and 


Kings, 

And clowns that caper in sawdust 
rings, 

And common folks like you and 
me, 


“Buy thee the field for money.” 
The title deeds were not dropped 
into the prophet’s lap. He did not 
shake them down his sleeve. The 
purchase cost him something. It 
took money to buy the field. 

William James once said, ‘“‘The 
great use of life is to spend it 
for something that will outlast 
it.” This witness is true, and with 
the currency of time, we can buy 
fields in eternity. Our money is 
our life. It is our toil and our 
tears, sweat of the brow and sweat 
of the brain transmuted into coin. 
So, when we give our money to 
God, we give our labor, our life, 
ourselves. And because our giving 
to God will meet us in the world 
beyond, we are thus spending our 
life for what outlasts it. 


When an Irishman was demand- 
ed, “Your money or your life,” he 
replied, “Take me loife, I want 
me money for me ould age.” Some 
who laugh at the Irishman live 
like him. They save money for an 
enjoyable old age that will never 
come. “What shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his soul?” (Mark 
8:36). The wise Christian can have 
both his money and his life. He 
can save his soul by faith and gain 
his reward by works. By giving to 
God we save for an old age when 
we shall be forever young to enjoy 
it. Jesus said, “Every one that 
hath forsaken houses, .. . or 
lands, for my name’s sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold” (Matt. 
19:29). Now that is big interest. 
It is ten thousand per cent. Here 
is inside information on real es- 
tate values in the future age. If 
you are wise you will invest for 
eternity. When we give generously 
to God, we buy a field. 

Some Christians are buying all 
their fields in this world and none 


in the next. Jesus was referring|a suicide’s grave and a suicide’s 


Are building for eternity? 


It may be strange, it is also 
true—gloriously true for some, 
terribly true for others, depending 
on where we are buying a field. 
For a man’s life is not confined 
to this brief world, and in the 
land of destiny we shall live for- 
ever in a field of weal or a field 
of woe. 

You remember that Judas _ Is- 
cariot bought a field. The record 
States, ‘“‘Now this man purchased 
a field with the reward of iniquity; 
and falling headlong, he burst a- 
sunder in the midst, and all his 
bowels gushed out. And it was 
known unto all the dwellers at 
Jerusalem; insomuch as that field 
is called in their proper tongue, 
Aceldama, that is to say, the field 
of blood” (Acts 1:18,19). 


Yes, Judas bought a field but 
his money was blood money. It was 
red with the blood of God’s Son 
and could not, therefore, be re- 
ceived into the treasury of God. It 
is not possible to buy a field in 
Heaven with unsanctified money. 
No one ever bought a reward in 
Heaven with the reward of. ini- 
quity. It is the heart that sancti- 
fies the gift. There are moral men, 
decent men, and in many ways, 
splendid men who give to chari- 
ties and every good work sincere- 
ly believing that thus they can win 
the favor of God; yet they do not 
know or obey or love Jesus Christ, 
and they do not want to know 
Him. I say to these men that their 
money will perish with them if 
they, like Simon the = sorcerer, 
think the gift of God may be pur- 
chased with money. 


price of the betrayal of Christ was 


to them when He said, “Many that 
and the 


are first shall be last; 


what is stamped on your coins? Is}. 


Judas’ money bought him a 
grave in the potter’s field. The 


Hell. The field he bought became 


salvation. 

My friend unsaved, you betray 
Christ when you refuse to be His 
follower, you sell Him when you 
choose sin instead of the Saviour, 
you crucify Him afresh when you 
live your life in unbelief. You are 
heading for a field of blood and 
not for the fields of God. 

It was a Judas Iscariot, and all 
like him who turn their backs up- 
on the Saviour and buy a field in 
the outer darkness, that the poet, 
Whittier, wrote: 


What if thine eyes refuse to see, 
Thine ear the call of mercy fail, 
And thou eternal captive be, 
Thyself, thine own dark jail? 


O doom beyond the saddest guess, 
As the long years of God unroll, 
To make thy sordid sinfulness 
The prison of thy soul. 


The tissue of the life to be, 
We weave with colors all our own, 
And in the field of destiny 
We reap as we have sown. 


Oh, let no one reading this mes- 


sage follow Judas out into a field 
of blood. If until now you have 
been an unbeliever, do not take 
another step away from Christ. 
Instead, turn to Him as Saviour, 
then with the people of God live 
and serve faithfully, witness dili- 
gently, give sacrifically, and in 
Heaven you will buy a field. 

(From Household Salvation by 
Evangelist John Linton. This book 
contains nine complete sermons in 
126 pages and sells for $1.50. 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, I[linois.) 
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A FREE GIFT 


ys! every child who subscribes to MY CHUM 
ine during oe tg ® - Ap ork “ Children 
it love the cut-outs, handi- 
pose work and CHRISTIAN COMICS this maga- 
zine brings every month. Send $2.00 for each 
one-year subscription and with each subscription | 
comes a FREE GIFT. Send this ad and mention 
whether for boy or girl. Sample coples 10¢. 


MY CHUM Magazine 
Highland, Illinois 


Box SL 


Say NO to Mixed Marriages 


— neagq — 
PROTESTANTS AWAKE! 
8 chapters—48 pages a BA 9” 

3 for $1. 


The Peoples Church, Box 370 
Truro, N. S., Canada 


CHORAL CONCERT GLASSES 

Evangel Cowbells, Musical Sleigh- 
bells, Chorded Cluster Bells 440 pitch. 
extended range, request pictures. 
Evangelist Westphal, Michigan City, 
Indiana. 


) SOUND 

} SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 
}Ideal for Pastors and Personal Workers 
: Send tor Samples 

‘ SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 

> 
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Box 64, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of The Lord 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


INDIAN SIGN 
LANGUAGE 


of the 23rd Psalm beautifully trans- 
lated and artistically decorated by In- 
dians will be sent to you upon receipt 
of a donation to help train Indians for 
Christian service to their own people. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
Box 7158, Phoenix, Arizona 
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SERMONS BY JOHN L. BRAY 


- The Comfort of Heaven. 

- Hell—God’s Penitentiary for Sinners. 
- What Must I Do to Be Saved? 

Some Scriptural “pegreseceag 

- Jesus or Barabba 

“How Shall We , oe If We Neglect 
So Great Salvation?’’ 

- The Greatest Question. 

- The Two Roads. . 

- A Day of Judgment. 

10. Heaven When We Die! 

11. The Blessed Hope of Christ’s Return. 
12. The Great Judgment Day. 

13. Why Hell is Like Heaven. 

14. *‘Launch Out Into the Deep!” 

15. The Hope of the Christian. 

16. Heaven. 


These 16 full-length 


Cow Hom wny 


and well-outlined 


(Mention this ad). 


sermons are printed in 6 books of 32 pages 
each. Send just $1.00 for the complete 
set to: Evangelist John L. Bray, 1044 La 
Rue Street, South Jacksonville 7, Florida. 


FREE 


FILMS, bi-monthly publication, indispensi- 
ble aid for users of Christian sound 
motion pictures. Current issue announces 
“REGIONS BEYOND'’—dramatic mission- 
ary film. Also promotional ideas, projec- 
tion hints, etc. Absolutely free-of-charge! 


NO SUBSCRIPTION FEE! 
NO SOLICITATIONS! 


Gospel Films Iuc. 


a burial place, not only of his 
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WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SWORD Moet FIND. eopety rT aii 


FREE CATALOG 


FREE CATALOG—of Sunday School supplies, Bibles, 
hymns, choruses and the best in Christian books. We 
have had 56 yeors’ experience in filling orders by 
mail from folk who don't live close to o Christian book- 
store. Satisfaction or your money cheerfully returned. 


MOODY PRESS BOOKSTORE, exicaco io. nitnors 


To Make You Think 


Compiled by Porter Routh 


From THE SURVEY BULLETIN, Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, Nashville 3, Tennessee, 


The American Red Cross re- 
ports that the Defense Establish- 
ments will need more than 1,000,- 
000 pints of blood by July 1. 

* * * 


American advertisers spent $5.5 

billion in 1950, the New York 

Times reports. 
* + * 

Personal income reached an an- 

nual rate of $231.9 billion in No- 

vember, $17.5 billion over the rate 


for May. Food costs hit their 
highest level in record. 
* * * 
Secretary of Defense George 


Marshall has sought to stop the 
stampede of enlistments by college 
students by announcing that col- 
lege students could continue their 
studies for this year and still be 
able to volunteer in any of the 
three services. College officials 
were reporting an almost com- 
plete breakdown in morale onthe 
part of men students. 

* + * 

Enrollment in public schools in 
the U.S. is reported at 25,666,337, 
with 960,395 teacher employed. It 
is reported that 61,275 additional 
teachers are needed for elementary 
schools with 12,749 additional 
teachers needed for secondary 
schools. 


HELP US EVANGELIZE 
RUSSIANS IN U.S.A. 
AND CANADA 


The Slavic Gospel Association is 
trying to preach the gospel of Christ 
to the Russians, Ukranians and other 
Slavic-speaking people in the U.S.A. 
and Canada. Thousands of D.P.’s have 
come from Europe who must be evan- 
gelized. Pray and help now. Send your 
gifts to the 


SLAVIC GOSPEL 
ASSOCIATION 


Peter Deyneka, General Director 
2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Dept. LH 
Chicago 47, Illinois 


ARE YOU IN NEED of a 
CHRISTIAN CLIHIC? 


The TIDEWATER HEALTH RESORT 
offers very desirable Naturopathic Health 
Service to those who wish to rest and re 
gain their health under Christian influence. 

Ideally located at Savannah, Georgia, 
with salt water frontage. 

Rates are reasonable, including room, 


DR. WILLIAM B. MARSHALL, Jr. 
Box 57, Station B 


board and attention. For informatian write: 


Toledo, Ohio 


SKIL 


NEW FOLDING ORGAN 


CARRY IT ANYWHERE 
» Wonderful tone. Only organ 
made to work the same in all 
: Climates. Tropically treated. 
$175. Immediate shipment. 
Our twenty-first year. 
ORGAN SHOP Dept. S.L. | 
3117 Harrison Ave. N. 
Canton 9, Ohie 


New Opportunity to give 

them a gospel witness by 

——— trained personal workers 
also in the service. 

” Wen THE LORD 1S GREATLY 
BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 

Send 25c for a sample and outline. ~ 


BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIC 


SELL - - - BIBLES 


AND OTHER GOOD BOOKS 

HELP your friends and make money selling 
Bibles, Good Books, and Greeting Cards. 
Let us tell you how. Writing does not 
obligate you, so drop us that card NOW. 


GOSPEL DISTRIBUTORS 
Athens, Alabama 


5,000 rss." WANTED 
+ WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards, Good com- 
ee ga Send for free catalog and price 
ist. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


Dept. S-9 


RARE GIFTS 


Pastors—Teachers—Children’s Workers 

A million boys and girls have been in- 
spired to attend Sunday School] and Church, 
ages 8 to 14 through these lovely gifts. 
65,000 won to Christ. Watch your S. S. 
and class grow. You will be pleased. IN- 
TRODUCTORY OFFER, 35 gifts $1.00. 
Price list free. Order today. 
SURPRISE! 2—35c Gifts with each order. 

EVARETT MILLS—Children’s Friend 
1301 West 58th Place, Los Angeles 44, Calif. 
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Write 
FOR FREE INFORMATION ON THE 


Tract Club of America 
See how you can be helped by receiving 
some of America’s finest tracts and book- 
let samples each month. For FREE in- 
formation, simply paste this ad to a penny 
post card, or write to 


TRACT CLUB OF AMERICA 
411 S. Wells, Chicago 7, Ill. 


SPECIAL NEW YEAR OFFER! 

Unusual opportunity for large, steady in- 
come in 1951. tablish HEADQUARTERS 
for famous Hurlbut’s Story of Bible, new 
Marked Bible, Rock of Ages Bible, Family 
Circle Bible and other best sellers. Write 
for FREE literature and details. 


UNIVERSAL BOOK & BIBLE HOUSE 
1014-AF Arch St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


GOSPEL BOMBS 
ARE THE ANSWER! 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS ABOUT THE 


BOMB RACK 


CARLETON E. NULL 
P. 0. Box 501 


Oakland 4, California 
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Looking for 195] 
Camping Facilities? 


NEW CAMP FACILITIES are now 
available in beautiful LAKE GENEVA, 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From Our Advertisers’’ 


WISCONSIN, for Churches, youth or 
children’s groups, organizations. 


NOMINAL CAMPER 
RATES 1951 SEASON 


OPERATIONAL ARRANGEMENT 
Cafeteria, Bidgs. and Grounds .... Our Staff 
Program and Services “Your Staff 
Accommodations ........ 128 Campers, plus Staff 

Write Director, Dept. SL 


LAKE GENEVA YOUTH CAMP 


311 Lake Street, Chicago 6, Ill. 


